HIGH RATES OF TRAUMA OF
CHILDREN PROSECUTED AS
ADULTS IN ARKANSAS

Adverse Childhood Experiences or ACEs measure the presence of 10 unique trauma types, including physical and
emotional neglect; physical, emotional, and sexual abuse; parental separation, domestic violence, household substance
abuse, mental iliness, and incarceration. These are the results of an ACEs survey conducted among children tried as adults
in Arkansas. Adverse Childhood Experiences surveys were mailed to 446 individuals incarcerated as adults since childhood
in Arkansas. The responses from the 45 respondents indicate severe childhood trauma prior to being incarcerated,
experiencing an average of 5.93 ACEs.
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AVERAGE ACE SCORE: 5.9

RATES BY ACE

Emotional Abuse 63.64% . Household Substance Abuse 68.18%

Physical Abuse 56.8% . Witnessing Domestic Violence 47.73%
Sexual Abuse 31.82% . Severe Mental lliness in Household 52.27%
. Emotional Neglect 75.00% Household Substance Abuse 68.18%
. Physical Neglect 47.73% |:| Household Member Incarceration 59.09%

. Parental Separation/Divorce 90.91%

TRAFFICKING SCREENING

31.82% reported experiencing some form of
trafficking prior to their incarceration, with

ABUSE WHILE INCARCERATED

83.33% were incarcerated alongside adults

respondents experiencing the following forms:
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To read our other reports and to learn more visit our
website: https://humanrightsforkids.org/

while under 18, with 44.44% being held in jails

70% were held in the same cell or unit as adults,
with 85% being able to see or hear adults.

47.5% reported facing harm from staff or other
inmates, with 38.64% reporting that harm as
ongoing.
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LACK OF SERVICES

noted having losing access to to
necessary health care, or treatment

[ Arkansas for an active health condition
D | Populati t .
100 Y Only 32.5% received access to

NS 81.82% services to address any childhood
o 80 traumas and issues they experienced
8]
% 60 78.05% were able to finish their high
© school education or acquire a GED
= 40 36.10%
9 23.10% 23.5%
8- 20 13.64% 17.3% Only 39.47% had higher educational

o% ook . resources made available to them

(0]
0 1 23 4+ 0 1 2-3 4+
# of ACEs Only 40.48% were aware of any kind

/

PRIOR SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT/NEGLECT

e 6 6 &6 o o o o
Tt
For those who reported experiencing

childhood abuse, the average age of the
onset of that abuse was eight years old

29.55% of respondents reported being
in foster care or CPS custody at some
point in their lives.

of sentencing review they might be
able to get

had been hospitalized for
mental health care
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Many had prior justice system involvement,
with the average age of first involvement being

COMING INTO THE SYSTEM

When coming into the justice system, only 11.9% reported feeling safe.

When questioned by police, only 22.73% had an attorney or other adult
present to assist them, and only 34.88% were old that they could have
someone else there.

Respondents were questioned for an average of two hours.

had a hearing to determine whether they should be transferred
to adult court.

Only 35.9% remember there being a conversation about their age
during their trial.

Only 18.6% of respondents said their attorneys mentioned the
childhood trauma they experienced as a mitigating factor, and only
4.65% felt the judge factored that trauma in in their decisions about
their case.

42.86% were convicted of offenses with mandatory minimums, and
36.59% were convicted of felony murder.

85.71% took plea deals, but only 5% felt like they understood that deal,
and 22.5% had it explained to them.

12.

SOLITARY
CONFINEMENT

81.4% reported being
placed in solitary while
being under 18, with 35%
being placed in solitary
due to their age

The average length of
respondents’ longest
stays in solitary was
seven months

Only received
mental health
evaluations after exiting
solitary



