
Texas State Ratings Report

Human Rights for Kids (HRFK) annual state ratings process tracks the presence or
absence of 12 categories of state statutes that are critical to protecting the human
rights of children in the criminal justice system. It is important to note that these
12 categories are not exhaustive of all the important legislation needed to safeguard
children’s human rights. Furthermore, the ratings do not assess the effectiveness or
implementation of these laws in the state. The purpose of the annual state ratings
process is to document policies enacted by state legislatures, motivate legislators
and policy advocates, and bring attention to the need to prioritize children in
criminal justice reform and human rights advocacy. For each category, we track
whether a state has a statute consistent with the described policy.

TOTAL POINTS: 4 out of 12

TIER RATING: 3

1. Due Process Protections at Point of Entry for Kids

No Credit: 0/1

There are no statutory protections in place requiring children to consult with their
parents, legal guardians, or legal counsel prior to waiving their Miranda Rights or
being subject to a custodial interrogation for proceedings in either juvenile or adult
court.



2. Set a Minimum Age of at Least 10 for Juvenile Court

Full Credit: 1/1

Pursuant to §51.02, only children 10 years of age or older may be adjudicated
delinquent in the juvenile justice system.

§51.02. DEFINITIONS.
In this title:
(2) "Child" means a person who is:
(A) ten years of age or older and under 17 years of age;

3. Set a Maximum Age of at Least 17 for Juvenile Court

No Credit: 0/1

Pursuant to §51.02, the jurisdiction of the juvenile court only extends to children
under 17 years of age. Therefore, Texas receives no credit.

§51.02. DEFINITIONS.
In this title:
2) "Child" means a person who is:
(A) ten years of age or older and under 17 years of age; or
(B) seventeen years of age or older and under 18 years of age who is alleged or
found to have engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a need for
supervision as a result of acts committed before becoming 17 years of age.

4. Ban Prosecuting Kids Under 14 as Adults AND Require a Child Status
Hearings for All Kids 14+ Before Proceedings in Adult Court

Credit: .5/1 (a)

Pursuant to §54.02, a child who is 10 years of age or older may be subject to adult
court if charged with a capital felony or murder. For other enumerated offenses,
children 14 years of age or older may be transferred to adult court after a hearing in
juvenile court. Therefore, Texas receives partial credit.

§54.02. WAIVER OF JURISDICTION AND DISCRETIONARY TRANSFER
TO CRIMINAL COURT.
(a) The juvenile court may waive its exclusive original jurisdiction and transfer a
child to the appropriate district court or criminal district court for criminal
proceedings if:
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(1) the child is alleged to have violated a penal law of the grade of felony;
(2) the child was:
(A) 14 years of age or older at the time he is alleged to have committed the offense,
if the offense is a capital felony, an aggravated controlled substance felony, or a
felony of the first degree, and no adjudication hearing has been conducted
concerning that offense; or
(B) 15 years of age or older at the time the child is alleged to have committed the
offense, if the offense is a felony of the second or third degree or a state jail felony,
and no adjudication hearing has been conducted concerning that offense; and
(3) after a full investigation and a hearing, the juvenile court determines that there
is probable cause to believe that the child before the court committed the offense
alleged and that because of the seriousness of the offense alleged or the background
of the child the welfare of the community requires criminal proceedings.
(b) The petition and notice requirements of Sections 53.04, 53.05, 53.06, and 53.07
of this code must be satisfied, and the summons must state that the hearing is for
the purpose of considering discretionary transfer to criminal court.
(c) The juvenile court shall conduct a hearing without a jury to consider transfer of
the child for criminal proceedings.
(d) Prior to the hearing, the juvenile court shall order and obtain a complete
diagnostic study, social evaluation, and full investigation of the child, his
circumstances, and the circumstances of the alleged offense.
(e) At the transfer hearing the court may consider written reports from probation
officers, professional court employees, or professional consultants in addition to the
testimony of witnesses. At least five days prior to the transfer hearing, the court
shall provide the attorney for the child and the prosecuting attorney with access to
all written matter to be considered by the court in making the transfer decision.
The court may order counsel not to reveal items to the child or the child's parent,
guardian, or guardian ad litem if such disclosure would materially harm the
treatment and rehabilitation of the child or would substantially decrease the
likelihood of receiving information from the same or similar sources in the future.
(f) In making the determination required by Subsection (a) of this section, the court
shall consider, among other matters:
(1) whether the alleged offense was against person or property, with greater weight
in favor of transfer given to offenses against the person;
(2) the sophistication and maturity of the child;
(3) the record and previous history of the child; and
(4) the prospects of adequate protection of the public and the likelihood of the
rehabilitation of the child by use of procedures, services, and facilities currently
available to the juvenile court.
(g) If the petition alleges multiple offenses that constitute more than one criminal
transaction, the juvenile court shall either retain or transfer all offenses relating to
a single transaction. Except as provided by Subsection (g-1), a child is not subject to
criminal prosecution at any time for any offense arising out of a criminal
transaction for which the juvenile court retains jurisdiction.
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(g-1) A child may be subject to criminal prosecution for an offense committed under
Chapter 19 or Section 49.08, Penal Code, if:
(1) the offense arises out of a criminal transaction for which the juvenile court
retained jurisdiction over other offenses relating to the criminal transaction; and
(2) on or before the date the juvenile court retained jurisdiction, one or more of the
elements of the offense under Chapter 19 or Section 49.08, Penal Code, had not
occurred.
(h) If the juvenile court waives jurisdiction, it shall state specifically in the order its
reasons for waiver and certify its action, including the written order and findings of
the court, and shall transfer the person to the appropriate court for criminal
proceedings and cause the results of the diagnostic study of the person ordered
under Subsection (d), including psychological information, to be transferred to the
appropriate criminal prosecutor. On transfer of the person for criminal proceedings,
the person shall be dealt with as an adult and in accordance with the Code of
Criminal Procedure, except that if detention in a certified juvenile detention facility
is authorized under Section 152.0015, Human Resources Code, the juvenile court
may order the person to be detained in the facility pending trial or until the
criminal court enters an order under Article 4.19, Code of Criminal Procedure. A
transfer of custody made under this subsection is an arrest.
(h-1) If the juvenile court orders a person detained in a certified juvenile detention
facility under Subsection (h), the juvenile court shall set or deny bond for the person
as required by the Code of Criminal Procedure and other law applicable to the
pretrial detention of adults accused of criminal offenses.
(i) A waiver under this section is a waiver of jurisdiction over the child and the
criminal court may not remand the child to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.
(j) The juvenile court may waive its exclusive original jurisdiction and transfer a
person to the appropriate district court or criminal district court for criminal
proceedings if:
(1) the person is 18 years of age or older;
(2) the person was:
(A) 10 years of age or older and under 17 years of age at the time the person is
alleged to have committed a capital felony or an offense under Section 19.02, Penal
Code;
(B) 14 years of age or older and under 17 years of age at the time the person is
alleged to have committed an aggravated controlled substance felony or a felony of
the first degree other than an offense under Section 19.02, Penal Code; or
(C) 15 years of age or older and under 17 years of age at the time the person is
alleged to have committed a felony of the second or third degree or a state jail
felony;
(3) no adjudication concerning the alleged offense has been made or no adjudication
hearing concerning the offense has been conducted;
(4) the juvenile court finds from a preponderance of the evidence that:
(A) for a reason beyond the control of the state it was not practicable to proceed in
juvenile court before the 18th birthday of the person; or
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(B) after due diligence of the state it was not practicable to proceed in juvenile court
before the 18th birthday of the person because:
(i) the state did not have probable cause to proceed in juvenile court and new
evidence has been found since the 18th birthday of the person;
(ii) the person could not be found; or
(iii) a previous transfer order was reversed by an appellate court or set aside by a
district court; and
(5) the juvenile court determines that there is probable cause to believe that the
child before the court committed the offense alleged.
(k) The petition and notice requirements of Sections 53.04, 53.05, 53.06, and 53.07
of this code must be satisfied, and the summons must state that the hearing is for
the purpose of considering waiver of jurisdiction under Subsection (j). The person's
parent, custodian, guardian, or guardian ad litem is not considered a party to a
proceeding under Subsection (j) and it is not necessary to provide the parent,
custodian, guardian, or guardian ad litem with notice.
(l) The juvenile court shall conduct a hearing without a jury to consider waiver of
jurisdiction under Subsection (j). Except as otherwise provided by this subsection, a
waiver of jurisdiction under Subsection (j) may be made without the necessity of
conducting the diagnostic study or complying with the requirements of discretionary
transfer proceedings under Subsection (d). If requested by the attorney for the
person at least 10 days before the transfer hearing, the court shall order that the
person be examined pursuant to Section 51.20(a) and that the results of the
examination be provided to the attorney for the person and the attorney for the
state at least five days before the transfer hearing.
(m) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the juvenile court shall
waive its exclusive original jurisdiction and transfer a child to the appropriate
district court or criminal court for criminal proceedings if:
(1) the child has previously been transferred to a district court or criminal district
court for criminal proceedings under this section, unless:
(A) the child was not indicted in the matter transferred by the grand jury;
(B) the child was found not guilty in the matter transferred;
(C) the matter transferred was dismissed with prejudice; or
(D) the child was convicted in the matter transferred, the conviction was reversed
on appeal, and the appeal is final; and
(2) the child is alleged to have violated a penal law of the grade of felony.
(n) A mandatory transfer under Subsection (m) may be made without conducting
the study required in discretionary transfer proceedings by Subsection (d). The
requirements of Subsection (b) that the summons state that the purpose of the
hearing is to consider discretionary transfer to criminal court does not apply to a
transfer proceeding under Subsection (m). In a proceeding under Subsection (m), it
is sufficient that the summons provide fair notice that the purpose of the hearing is
to consider mandatory transfer to criminal court.
(o) If a respondent is taken into custody for possible discretionary transfer
proceedings under Subsection (j), the juvenile court shall hold a detention hearing
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in the same manner as provided by Section 54.01, except that the court shall order
the respondent released unless it finds that the respondent:
(1) is likely to abscond or be removed from the jurisdiction of the court;
(2) may be dangerous to himself or herself or may threaten the safety of the public
if released; or
(3) has previously been found to be a delinquent child or has previously been
convicted of a penal offense punishable by a term of jail or prison and is likely to
commit an offense if released.
(p) If the juvenile court does not order a respondent released under Subsection (o),
the court shall, pending the conclusion of the discretionary transfer hearing, order
that the respondent be detained in:
(1) a certified juvenile detention facility as provided by Subsection (q); or
(2) an appropriate county facility for the detention of adults accused of criminal
offenses.
(q) The detention of a respondent in a certified juvenile detention facility must
comply with the detention requirements under this title, except that, to the extent
practicable, the person shall be kept separate from children detained in the same
facility.
(r) If the juvenile court orders a respondent detained in a county facility under
Subsection (p), the county sheriff shall take custody of the respondent under the
juvenile court's order. The juvenile court shall set or deny bond for the respondent
as required by the Code of Criminal Procedure and other law applicable to the
pretrial detention of adults accused of criminal offenses.
(s) If a child is transferred to criminal court under this section, only the petition for
discretionary transfer, the order of transfer, and the order of commitment, if any,
are a part of the district clerk's public record.

§51.08. TRANSFER FROM CRIMINAL COURT.
(a) If the defendant in a criminal proceeding is a child who is charged with an
offense other than perjury, a traffic offense, a misdemeanor punishable by fine only,
or a violation of a penal ordinance of a political subdivision, unless the child has
been transferred to criminal court under Section 54.02, the court exercising criminal
jurisdiction shall transfer the case to the juvenile court, together with a copy of the
accusatory pleading and other papers, documents, and transcripts of testimony
relating to the case, and shall order that the child be taken to the place of detention
designated by the juvenile court, or shall release the child to the custody of the
child's parent, guardian, or custodian, to be brought before the juvenile court at a
time designated by that court.
(b) A court in which there is pending a complaint against a child alleging a
violation of a misdemeanor offense punishable by fine only other than a traffic
offense or a violation of a penal ordinance of a political subdivision other than a
traffic offense:
(1) except as provided by Subsection (d), shall waive its original jurisdiction and
refer the child to juvenile court if:
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(A) the complaint pending against the child alleges a violation of a misdemeanor
offense under Section 43.261, Penal Code, that is punishable by fine only; or
(B) the child has previously been convicted of:
(i) two or more misdemeanors punishable by fine only other than a traffic offense;
(ii) two or more violations of a penal ordinance of a political subdivision other than
a traffic offense; or
(iii) one or more of each of the types of misdemeanors described in Subparagraph (i)
or (ii); and
(2) may waive its original jurisdiction and refer the child to juvenile court if the
child:
(A) has not previously been convicted of a misdemeanor punishable by fine only
other than a traffic offense or a violation of a penal ordinance of a political
subdivision other than a traffic offense; or
(B) has previously been convicted of fewer than two misdemeanors punishable by
fine only other than a traffic offense or two violations of a penal ordinance of a
political subdivision other than a traffic offense.
(c) A court in which there is pending a complaint against a child alleging a violation
of a misdemeanor offense punishable by fine only other than a traffic offense or a
violation of a penal ordinance of a political subdivision other than a traffic offense
shall notify the juvenile court of the county in which the court is located of the
pending complaint and shall furnish to the juvenile court a copy of the final
disposition of any matter for which the court does not waive its original jurisdiction
under Subsection (b).
(d) A court that has implemented a juvenile case manager program under Article
45.056, Code of Criminal Procedure, may, but is not required to, waive its original
jurisdiction under Subsection (b)(1)(B).
(f) A court shall waive original jurisdiction for a complaint against a child alleging
a violation of a misdemeanor offense punishable by fine only, other than a traffic
offense, and refer the child to juvenile court if the court or another court has
previously dismissed a complaint against the child under Section 8.08, Penal Code.

5. Ban Mandatory Minimum Sentencing for Kids

No Credit: 0/1

There is no statutory provision allowing judges to depart from any mandatory
minimum sentence once a child has been convicted in adult criminal court.

6. Ban Felony-Murder Rule for Kids

No Credit: 0/1
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Pursuant to §19.02, a child may be convicted under the felony murder rule.

§19.02. MURDER.
(a) In this section:
(1) "Adequate cause" means cause that would commonly produce a degree of anger,
rage, resentment, or terror in a person of ordinary temper, sufficient to render the
mind incapable of cool reflection.
(2) "Sudden passion" means passion directly caused by and arising out of
provocation by the individual killed or another acting with the person killed which
passion arises at the time of the offense and is not solely the result of former
provocation.
(b) A person commits an offense if he:
(1) intentionally or knowingly causes the death of an individual;
(2) intends to cause serious bodily injury and commits an act clearly dangerous to
human life that causes the death of an individual; or
(3) commits or attempts to commit a felony, other than manslaughter, and in the
course of and in furtherance of the commission or attempt, or in immediate flight
from the commission or attempt, he commits or attempts to commit an act clearly
dangerous to human life that causes the death of an individual.
(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), an offense under this section is a felony of
the first degree.
(d) At the punishment stage of a trial, the defendant may raise the issue as to
whether he caused the death under the immediate influence of sudden passion
arising from an adequate cause. If the defendant proves the issue in the affirmative
by a preponderance of the evidence, the offense is a felony of the second degree.

7. Ban Life Without Parole Sentences for Kids

Full Credit: 1/1

Pursuant to §12.31, children may not be sentenced to life without the possibility of
parole.

§12.31. CAPITAL FELONY.
(a) An individual adjudged guilty of a capital felony in a case in which the state
seeks the death penalty shall be punished by imprisonment in the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice for life without parole or by death. An individual
adjudged guilty of a capital felony in a case in which the state does not seek the
death penalty shall be punished by imprisonment in the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice for:
(1) life, if the individual committed the offense when younger than 18 years of age;
or
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(2) life without parole, if the individual committed the offense when 18 years of age
or older.
(b) In a capital felony trial in which the state seeks the death penalty, prospective
jurors shall be informed that a sentence of life imprisonment without parole or
death is mandatory on conviction of a capital felony. In a capital felony trial in
which the state does not seek the death penalty, prospective jurors shall be
informed that the state is not seeking the death penalty and that:
(1) a sentence of life imprisonment is mandatory on conviction of the capital felony,
if the individual committed the offense when younger than 18 years of age; or
(2) a sentence of life imprisonment without parole is mandatory on conviction of the
capital felony, if the individual committed the offense when 18 years of age or older.

8. Have Release Safety Valve for Kids Serving Lengthy Prison Sentences

No Credit: 0/1

There is no statutory provision allowing judges or the parole board to review the
sentences of every child convicted in criminal court after a reasonable period of
incarceration.

9. Ban Solitary Confinement for Kids

No Credit: 0/1

There are no statutory provisions banning the use of solitary confinement for
children in both juvenile and adult correctional facilities.

10.Ban Incarcerating Kids with Adults

No Credit: 0/1

Pursuant to §51.12, a child may be incarcerated in an adult facility.

§51.12. PLACE AND CONDITIONS OF DETENTION.
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (h), a child may be detained only in a:
(1) juvenile processing office in compliance with Section 52.025;
(2) place of nonsecure custody in compliance with Article 45.058, Code of Criminal
Procedure;
(3) certified juvenile detention facility that complies with the requirements of
Subsection (f);
(4) secure detention facility as provided by Subsection (j);
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(5) county jail or other facility as provided by Subsection (l); or
(6) nonsecure correctional facility as provided by Subsection (j-1).
(b) The proper authorities in each county shall provide a suitable place of detention
for children who are parties to proceedings under this title, but the juvenile board
shall control the conditions and terms of detention and detention supervision and
shall permit visitation with the child at all reasonable times.
(b-1) A pre-adjudication secure detention facility may be operated only by:
(1) a governmental unit in this state as defined by Section 101.001, Civil Practice
and Remedies Code; or
(2) a private entity under a contract with a governmental unit in this state.
(c) In each county, each judge of the juvenile court and a majority of the members of
the juvenile board shall personally inspect all public or private juvenile
pre-adjudication secure detention facilities that are located in the county at least
annually and shall certify in writing to the authorities responsible for operating and
giving financial support to the facilities and to the Texas Juvenile Justice
Department that the facilities are suitable or unsuitable for the detention of
children. In determining whether a facility is suitable or unsuitable for the
detention of children, the juvenile court judges and juvenile board members shall
consider:
(1) current monitoring and inspection reports and any noncompliance citation
reports issued by the department, including the report provided under Subsection
(c-1), and the status of any required corrective actions;
(2) current governmental inspector certification regarding the facility's compliance
with local fire codes;
(3) current building inspector certification regarding the facility's compliance with
local building codes;
(4) for the 12-month period preceding the inspection, the total number of
allegations of abuse, neglect, or exploitation reported by the facility and a summary
of the findings of any investigations of abuse, neglect, or exploitation conducted by
the facility, a local law enforcement agency, and the department;
(5) the availability of health and mental health services provided to facility
residents;
(6) the availability of educational services provided to facility residents; and
(7) the overall physical appearance of the facility, including the facility's security,
maintenance, cleanliness, and environment.
(c-1) The Texas Juvenile Justice Department shall annually inspect each public or
private juvenile pre-adjudication secure detention facility. The department shall
provide a report to each juvenile court judge presiding in the same county as an
inspected facility indicating whether the facility is suitable or unsuitable for the
detention of children in accordance with:
(1) the requirements of Subsections (a), (f), and (g); and
(2) minimum professional standards for the detention of children in
pre-adjudication secure confinement promulgated by the department or, at the
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election of the juvenile board of the county in which the facility is located, the
current standards promulgated by the American Correctional Association.
(d) Except as provided by Subsections (j) and (l), a child may not be placed in a
facility that has not been certified under Subsection (c) as suitable for the detention
of children and registered under Subsection (i). Except as provided by Subsections
(j) and (l), a child detained in a facility that has not been certified under Subsection
(c) as suitable for the detention of children or that has not been registered under
Subsection (i) shall be entitled to immediate release from custody in that facility.
(e) If there is no certified place of detention in the county in which the petition is
filed, the designated place of detention may be in another county.
(f) A child detained in a building that contains a jail, lockup, or other place of
secure confinement, including an alcohol or other drug treatment facility, shall be
separated by sight and sound from adults detained in the same building. Children
and adults are separated by sight and sound only if they are unable to see each
other and conversation between them is not possible. The separation must extend
to all areas of the facility, including sally ports and passageways, and those areas
used for admission, counseling, sleeping, toileting, showering, dining, recreational,
educational, or vocational activities, and health care. The separation may be
accomplished through architectural design. A person who has been transferred for
prosecution in criminal court under Section 54.02 and is under 17 years of age is
considered a child for the purposes of this subsection.
(g) Except for a child detained in a juvenile processing office, a place of nonsecure
custody, a secure detention facility as provided by Subsection (j), or a facility as
provided by Subsection (l), a child detained in a building that contains a jail or
lockup may not have any contact with:
(1) part-time or full-time security staff, including management, who have contact
with adults detained in the same building; or
(2) direct-care staff who have contact with adults detained in the same building.
(h) This section does not apply to a person:
(1) who has been transferred to criminal court for prosecution under Section 54.02
and is at least 17 years of age; or
(2) who is at least 17 years of age and who has been taken into custody after
having:
(A) escaped from a juvenile facility operated by or under contract with the Texas
Juvenile Justice Department; or
(B) violated a condition of release under supervision of the department.
(i) Except for a facility as provided by Subsection (l), a governmental unit or private
entity that operates or contracts for the operation of a juvenile pre-adjudication
secure detention facility under Subsection (b-1) in this state shall:
(1) register the facility annually with the Texas Juvenile Justice Department; and
(2) adhere to all applicable minimum standards for the facility.
(j) After being taken into custody, a child may be detained in a secure detention
facility until the child is released under Section 53.01, 53.012, or 53.02 or until a
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detention hearing is held under Section 54.01(a), regardless of whether the facility
has been certified under Subsection (c), if:
(1) a certified juvenile detention facility is not available in the county in which the
child is taken into custody;
(2) the detention facility complies with:
(A) the short-term detention standards adopted by the Texas Juvenile Justice
Department; and
(B) the requirements of Subsection (f); and
(3) the detention facility has been designated by the county juvenile board for the
county in which the facility is located.
(j-1) After being taken into custody, a child may be detained in a nonsecure
correctional facility until the child is released under Section 53.01, 53.012, or 53.02
or until a detention hearing is held under Section 54.01(a), if:
(1) the nonsecure correctional facility has been appropriately registered and
certified;
(2) a certified secure detention facility is not available in the county in which the
child is taken into custody;
(3) the nonsecure correctional facility complies with the short-term detention
standards adopted by the Texas Juvenile Justice Department; and
(4) the nonsecure correctional facility has been designated by the county juvenile
board for the county in which the facility is located.
(k) If a child who is detained under Subsection (j) or (l) is not released from
detention at the conclusion of the detention hearing for a reason stated in Section
54.01(e), the child may be detained after the hearing only in a certified juvenile
detention facility.
(l) A child who is taken into custody and required to be detained under Section
53.02(f) may be detained in a county jail or other facility until the child is released
under Section 53.02(f) or until a detention hearing is held as required by Section
54.01(p), regardless of whether the facility complies with the requirements of this
section, if:
(1) a certified juvenile detention facility or a secure detention facility described by
Subsection (j) is not available in the county in which the child is taken into custody
or in an adjacent county;
(2) the facility has been designated by the county juvenile board for the county in
which the facility is located;
(3) the child is separated by sight and sound from adults detained in the same
facility through architectural design or time-phasing;
(4) the child does not have any contact with management or direct-care staff that
has contact with adults detained in the same facility on the same work shift;
(5) the county in which the child is taken into custody is not located in a
metropolitan statistical area as designated by the United States Bureau of the
Census; and
(6) each judge of the juvenile court and a majority of the members of the juvenile
board of the county in which the child is taken into custody have personally
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inspected the facility at least annually and have certified in writing to the Texas
Juvenile Justice Department that the facility complies with the requirements of
Subdivisions (3) and (4).
(m) The Texas Juvenile Justice Department may deny, suspend, or revoke the
registration of any facility required to register under Subsection (i) if the facility
fails to:
(1) adhere to all applicable minimum standards for the facility; or
(2) timely correct any notice of noncompliance with minimum standards.

11.Ban Mandatory Post-Release Lifetime Supervision

Partial Credit: .5/1

Pursuant to §508.155, a formerly incarcerated child may be released from the
supervision and reporting requirements of parole but not fully discharged before the
completion of the parole period. Therefore, Texas receives partial credit.

§508.155. COMPLETION OF PAROLE PERIOD.
(a) To complete a parole period, a releasee must serve the entire period of parole.
(b) The time on parole is computed as calendar time.
(c) The division may allow a releasee to serve the remainder of the releasee's
sentence without supervision and without being required to report if a parole
supervisor at the regional level has approved the releasee's early release from
supervision under Section 508.1555.
(d) The division may require a person released from supervision and reporting
under Subsection (c) to resubmit to supervision and resume reporting at any time
and for any reason.

§508.1555. PROCEDURE FOR THE EARLY RELEASE FROM
SUPERVISION OF CERTAIN RELEASEES.
(a) A parole officer annually shall identify the releasees under the parole officer's
supervision who are eligible for early release from supervision under Section
508.155(c). A releasee is eligible for early release if:
(1) the releasee has been under supervision for at least one-half of the time that
remained on the releasee's sentence when the releasee was released from
imprisonment;
(2) during the preceding two-year period, the releasee has not committed any
violation of the rules or conditions of release;
(3) during the period of supervision the releasee's parole or release to mandatory
supervision has not been revoked; and
(4) the division determines:
(A) that the releasee has made a good faith effort to comply with any restitution
order imposed on the releasee by a court; and
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(B) that allowing the releasee to serve the remainder of the releasee's sentence
without supervision and reporting is in the best interest of society.
(b) After identifying any releasees who are eligible for early release under
Subsection (a), the parole officer shall review the eligible releasees, including any
releasees the parole officer has previously declined to recommend for early release,
to determine if a recommendation for early release from supervision is appropriate.
In conducting the review and determining recommendations, the parole officer shall
consider whether the releasee:
(1) has a low risk of recidivism as determined by an assessment developed by the
department; and
(2) has made a good faith effort to comply with the conditions of release.
(c) A parole officer shall forward to the parole supervisor at the regional level any
recommendations for early release the parole officer makes under Subsection (b). If
the parole supervisor approves the recommendation, the division shall allow a
releasee to serve the remainder of the releasee's sentence without supervision and
without being required to report as authorized by Section 508.155.

12. Voting Rights Restoration

Full Credit: 1/1

Pursuant to §11.002, a formerly incarcerated child who has reached voting age may
vote upon discharge from incarceration, parole or probation.

§11.002. QUALIFIED VOTER.
(a) In this code, "qualified voter" means a person who:
(1) is 18 years of age or older;
(2) is a United States citizen;
(3) has not been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate
jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote;
(4) has not been finally convicted of a felony or, if so convicted, has:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including any term of incarceration,
parole, or supervision, or completed a period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disability to vote;
(5) is a resident of this state; and
(6) is a registered voter.
(b) For purposes of Subsection (a)(4), a person is not considered to have been finally
convicted of an offense for which the criminal proceedings are deferred without an
adjudication of guilt.
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